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Tux writings of Mr. Por 'r had been uni- 
verſally read, and many of his improvements 
in the practice of ſurgery had come into gene- 
ral uſe, for ſeveral years before his death: 
moſt of his opinions have already ſtood the 
teſt of extenſive experience; and it is hardly 
to be doubted, that, whatever 1 improvements 
may hereafter be made in this progreſſive 
art, his works will be eſteemed as a valuable 
monument of genius and of ſkill, for the 
times in which the-author lived, to the lateſt 
poſterity. 

A complete edition of theſe works, accom- 
panied with a ſhort hiſtorical account of the 
author, cannot, I-think, at this time be un- 


„„ acceptable 


„ 
acceptable to the public. Works of a ſcien- 
tific nature are never known to be perfect 
while their author lives, and their value is 
leſſened by the proſpect of alterations and 
amendments, which he may be induced, from 
time to time, to make in them; but, inde- 
pendent of the late event which has put a 
period to the uſeful labours of Mr. Pott, an 
edition of his works is now abſolutely wanted, 
as few copies of them remain in 1 the book: 
on hands, . 
Te medical world will, no o doubt, be difap- 
pointed to find, that little new, upon any 
chirurgical ſabje&, was diſcovered among the 
papers of an author, whoſe pen was ſeldom 
long unemployed; this was not the effect of 
accident, or of inattention, for the laſt years 
of Mr. Pott's life were not leſs induftriouſty 
f ſpent than the earlier part. Nor was the ſpirit 
of inquiry or of emulation at all diminiſhed by 
his advanced age, but of deſign. He had given 
his friends every reaſon to expect that no ma- 
nuſcript would be left; and often cenſured, | 


in 


4%] 


* Atong terms, the imprudence of authors 


leaving imperfect papers behind them, which 


their relations ſeldom have diſcretion or diſin- 
tereſtedneſs enough 'to ſuppreſs. My conſtant 
intercourſe with him, both on buſineſs and 
in his leiſure-hours, gave me an opportunity 


of knowing bis ſentiments on ſome ſubjects 


which had occurred ſince his laſt publication. 
- Such of theſe as materially affect the doctrines 

| he has delivered, I have noticed in this edi- 
tion, and have endeavoured to add to the ge- 
neral uſefulneſs of the work, as far as my 
other engagements would permit, without de- 
taining it too long from the preſs. 


With regard to the following narrative, my 


near connexion with the family of Mr. Pott 


furniſhes me with the moſt authentic inform 


ation concerning every tranſaction of his life, 
which can in any way intereſt mankind, and 


has probably been the principal reaſon which 


has induced many of my friends to urge me to 
undertake this publication. I am not inſen- 
ſible that the author of theſe volumes deſerves 
ol * as a 3 N | a more 
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ee e is hor: the ſite! of - * 


Chriſtian name was Percivall, bins the 
| widow of Mr., Houblon, ſon of Sir Jacob 
eee _ 1717, left her again a wi- 
„their 


J 


zer care with tlie 
n. Indeed, ſo enthuſiaſtic was 
Mats for his mother, ſo great the obliga- 
tions which he always conceived he owed to 
her, and ſo unimpaired by time was his re- 
membrance of them, that, to the laſt, he 
never mentioned her, but in 8 ee, 
f ſenſibility and g gratitude. 


» 
d 


When ſeven years old, "my was ſent toa 


| private en „at Darne in Kent, where the 
ry confined, were, to 

0 quick conception, ſufficient” to 
RO an * taſte for claſſical knowledge ; ; 


which, by his own affiduity, without further 


of his beſt friends recommended the chu; 


ane Was afterwards nee to eriticak . 


oy, a deen 
1 ty — furgery. 


in Which he had no inconſiderable Proſpects 

6 r but neither advice nor per- 
could alter his fixed determination. 

— rdingly, in 1729, bound an ap- 


N a 4 CL beende 


a 


*% 


ment, 1 3 — regard to anatomy, 
which was at that time little cultivated in 


2 Mr. Nourſe was one of the few 


33 eo 
Was at London- houſe, f in Alderſgate- tr 
and, Mr. Pott was employed in 
des for demonſtration 
foundation of; his accurate 
that ſeirooes the 


In the ae he Gund ee : 
ties. ,of- ſtud) nature and ee of 

At that time the art was ende defec- 
tions unſcientific, a 
y painful 3 the eſtabliſhed mode be 


nbered with a an lof: . 
medicines: and application 


miſlead than direct the en 
0 too frequently. held the place of 


With 
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ro — ? garb and ſpecious demeanour. 


his intuitive genius ſoon led him to diſerimi- 
late between right and wrong, taught what 
— what to reject; and enabled him af - 
berwar sto break through the trat 

ice and cuſtom. During his appren- 
up, his natural vivacity did not prevent 


3 the application of a very conſiderable portion 


of his time to the ſtudy. of authors in every 


branch of ſurgery: very early in life, he 


adopted Lord Bacon's * to a ſtudent, to 
collins one part and one diſeaſe at a time, and 
become thoroughly acquainted with that 


never quitted the immediate object of his in- 


a -quirys till he had traced it to _— ſource 4 


' informa on. 


"_— 
* 4 
: 


eruſed their voluminous works" With great 


Yr wa and ſagacity. He frequently ob- 
0 . ö ſerved, 5 


be ring under theſe diſadvantages, . 


ammels of 


before he undertook another; on that plan, he 


. Pott ai — great value and 
teſpect for the early writers on the art, and 
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vario and; extenſive; and I think 1 may ven. 

ture to lay, that his nemory 

muy thing to eſcape which he had 0ace hou 

mw a place in his mind. = a 
* sb. at t tenty-tyo years age, „er- 


2 pri ey as Fs his i — 
daughter by the firſt buſband. Such a youn 
man could not long remain unnoticed ; the 
aſſiſtance which is given at the entrance into 
| life, is moſt valuable and moſt diſintereſted; 
of this Mr. Pott Was perfectly ſenſible, nd 
always, acknowledged with gratitude: the * 
e Which. he, ove: to the 


* 
hg 


2 * ; 
—_ _ = yourers 


« 8 } 
vourers of his youth. As the brillancy of his 


requeſt, his-connexions were ſoon univerſally 
an Beſides the families to which 


fow ment have aequited-uiu a gn. 
fe more firm or more reſpectable friends. 

nun 1744-5, he was elected an aſſiſtant · ſur- 
| Seon, and in 1749 he was appointed one of 
the principal ſurgeons of St. Bartholomewꝰs 
hoſpital. He had now before him ſufficient 
ſeope for the exerciſe of thoſe abilities by which 
mankind have ſince been ſo much benefited. 
Fhe ſtate of ſurgery was ſtill very imperfect; 

notwithſtanding ſome ſenſible and ingenious 
men, both in this country and in France, had 
' publiſhed obſervations which had LONG 5 
and . e it, ſtill the maxim, Dolor 
medecina „ | remained. unrefuted; 
pas (or ; | the 


"2 * » 
of treatment of the old. ſchool, in the 
1 1 part and in the applications, conti- 
nued in force; the firſt principles of ſurgery, 
the natural proceſs and powers of healin 
eee not underſtood | or not t attended Stay 
: mull employed, n the 


the ſurgeons viſited the ebe it 1 was regu- 
7 lacly heated and. prepared as a part of the ne- 
: ry apparatus. In the works: of ſeveral 
authors, who flou iſhed in the early part of 
_ our author's life, we nd contrivance: for 
improving theſe dreadful inſtruments. Mr. 
Pott's tutor rigidly adhered to the eſtabliſhed 
"= practice, and treated with ſupercilious con- 
2 he endeavours of his pupil to recom- 
mend a milder ſyſtem. . But the diddates of 
truth ſoon found a a reception with 
the profeſſion, and with the world in gene- 
ral. Mr. Pott lived to ſee theſe remains of 
barberilm ſet aſide, and a more bumane and 


eee — of wi * he was the chef au- 
8 i | 18 thor, 


thor,” „ univerſally 3 Surgery 5 being 5 
thus diveſted of great part of its horrors, be- 
| came ” comparatively, , 2, pleaſing ſtudy; » for, 
| except on” thoſe unfortunate occaſions, when 
the humane feelings of the practitioner muſt 
Jylfer, from the unavoidable neceſſity of giv- 
. ing pain, the aim and end of the healing art 
are ſurely pleaſing. To poſſeſs the power as 
well as the inclination to relieve diſtreſs, to 
ſoſten anguiſh, and in ſome meaſure to break 
the force of thoſe accidents and misfortunes, to 
which mankind are always liable, muſt afford, 
to every feeling mind, the greateſt and moſt 
ſincere pleaſure which it is capable of enjoying. 
Mr. Pott 8 affection for his mother pre- 
7 5K him from forming any attachment ; 
during her life, which might ſeparate him 
from her. In 1746, being, to his ſorrow, - 
releaſed from this filial en gagement „ he re- 
moved to Bow-lane N and marri ied the daughter 


5 of Robert Cr uttenden, Eſq.; 2 8 lady of who m 1 


r thin 8 mee, might . be 


0 "all the year: 1756, an accident befell Me. 
Pott; which, though of little cor 
itſelf, yet, as it diſplays the vigour aud firms 
neſs of his mind, and ſeems to have had con- 
ſiderable influence on his future life, deſeryes 
be recorded in this place As he was 
A in Kent · ſtreet, Southwark, he Was 
hrown' from his horſe, and ſuffered a com- 
pound fracture of the leg, the bone being 
forced through the integuments. Conſcious 
of the dangers attendant on fractures of this 
nature, and thoroughly aware how mu they 
* be increaſed by rough treatment, or im- 
proper poſition, he would not ſuffer himſelf 
to be moved until he had made the neceſſaçry 
diſpoſitions. He ſent to Weſtminſter, then 
the neareſt place, for two chairmen, to bring 
their ipoles; and patiently lay on the cold 
pavement, it being the middle of 2 till 
N arrived. In this ſituation he # 


cs ) 


1 


Southwark, over London; bridge, to Wat- 
ling · ſtreet „ near St. Paul's, ' where he had 


in ſuch a tate! I cannot forbear remarking, 


that on ſuch occaſions: a coach is too frequently 


employed, the jolting motion of which, with 
the unayoidable aukwardneſs of poſition, and 


the difficulty of getting in and out, cauſe 2 
great, and often a fatal aggravation of the 


miſchief, : At a conſultation of ſurgeons, the 


caſe was thought ſo deſperate as to require 
immediate amputation. Mr. Pott, convinced 
that no one could be a proper judge! in his own 
caſe, ſubmitted to their opinion; ; and the in- 


ſtruments were actually got ready, when Mr. 


Nourſe, who had been prevented from com- 
ing ſooner, fortunately entered the 


After examining the limb, he conceived there 
Was a poflibility of preſervin 8 it; an attempt 
to ſave it was acquieſced in, and ſucceeded. 


DOR „ This 


or, to which he made them nail their 


poles. | When all was ready, he cauſed him- 
ſelf to be laid on it, and was carried through | 


lived for ſome time—A tremendous diſtance 


| „ a) 
This: "a Which A Pott ee, ro- 
er of is the infinuation of air 
into the wound of a compoui d fracture; and 1 
it probably would not have ended ſo happily, 

if the bone had | not. made 1 its exit, or external 
opening, at a diſtance from the fracture; ſo 
that, when, it Was returned into the proper a 
place, a ſort of valve Was formed, which ex- 
| cluded air. Thus no bad ſymptom enſued, 

but the wound. healed, in. ſome meaſure,” by 

the firſt intention.— The appearance of Mr. 
Pott as an author was an immediate effect of 
this accident. During the leiſure of his ne- 
ceſſary confinement, he planned, and partly 
executed his treatiſe upon ruptures, w ict 
Was completed by the latter end of the year, 
Upon men. nat an a e of his life # 


I do not find that Mr. pott had written any bg previous 
10 this, except the relation of a curious caſe of tumors, by 

which the bones were ſoftened. This was preſented to the 
| Royal Society ſoon after he began buſineſs, and may be found 
in the 2d part of the a wang. of the 9 Trand- 
«ions. - 2k : 5 
ou _ 


0 0 . 
ont it is poſe; that the buſy ſcene in inen 
he had hitherto been engaged, might have 
occupied his mind much longer. As he had 
been thus led on to the age of forty- three, it 
is by no means impoſſible that, without ſome 
powerful check to the train of his purſuits, 
he might never have diſcovered in himſelf 
thoſe ſuperior powers of ſcientifical diſquiſi- 


tion, that correct taſte and maſterly command 


| of language, which | have placed him in the 
firſt rank of medical writers. Engaged, from 
early youth, in the. conſtant tranſaction of 
buſineſs, he probably till this period had in- 
dulged but little in the pleaſures of ſpeculative 
inveſtigation, but was never afterwards long 


_ unemployed in ſome literary work. Indeed, 


the flattering reception of his publications, 

and the gratification of communicating to the 
world ſcientifical improvements, would have 
deen ſufficient to confirm a mind, leſs ambi - 


tious of fame than his, f in the babits of an 
| author. SHEEN LS Ts 
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In 1757 he wrote an account of the Her- 
. nee a complaint not the 1 well un- 
ſtood.” Dr. William Hunter, the cele- 
e anatomiſt, who was engaged in the 
fame purſuit, inſerted a paper in the Medical 
Comm mer taries, claiming a priority in the diſ- 
covery. But I do not mean to enter into the 


merits of a diſpute which, though at that 


time it caught the attention of the medical 
reply was inſerted in the ſecond edition of 
his treatiſe on e and is written with 
; _— and/urbanity. e 
His obſervations on the dockt * the cor- 


+ ner of the eye, c nn called Fiſtula La- 


peared in n 1768. This ſenſible, 
well Written ——— on a complaint 
 which+frequently occurs, has, both in mat- 
ter and manner, :confiderable merit. In it he 
xplains the ſituation; | deſcribes: the various 
ppearances of the diſcaſe, and ſimplifies the 
method of cure: . mm were the 

. principal 


— 


with e 
ral T reatiſe on Ruptures. 


1 xx } 
principal cauſe of diſcontinuing the openidiati 


x2 by — actual cautery, which was practiſed 


and recommended by Mr. Cheſſelden, who 


In 17% was produced his elaborate per- 


fotmance on the nature and conſequences s of 
wounds and contuſions of the head, fractures 
$45 of the ſcull, concuſſions of the brain, &c. in 


uch, with a perſpicuity till then unknown, 
he' ſeparates and arranges the ſymptoms of 
each particular ſpecies of injury, unfolds the 


: cauſes and ſituation of miſchief, and points 


out the moſt probable means of relief. 
In 1562 he publiſhed Practical Remarks 


on the Hydrocele, and ſome other diſeaſes of 


the teſtis, its coats and veſſels, illuſtrated 


* 


zaſes 3 being a — to his + genes 


In 1764 he had the honour to y —_— 


. Bellow: of che Royal Society; at che ſame 
time, he preſented them with a curious and 
uncommon caſe of a hernia of the urinary 


ba bladder, 


< 2 . — — not £2 Hr hoc 
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iſhed a treatiſe on 


* 
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| f | | k Oo 
AS” * 1 
— 


bladder, including a ſtone, which is inſerted 


in the 


iloſophical Trantäktions, Vol. LIV. 


As the activity of Mr. Pott's mind was 
equal to his Zeal for the advancement of the 


art, whatever ſubje&t appeared to-him to have | 


been leaſt conſidered, or moſt defectiwely 


ted by others, imm ediately became the 
object of his reſearches, and engaged! his par- 


ticular attention. n — in ae next aj 


its relivf were ene injudici 
| Gn IC ly e 7 


nd eee met parts they 


n Ow on it is clear, ingenious, and 


ut they only can be judges of 


4. ineftimable Work who have compared 
the ſimple operation which it recommends 
with thoſe uſually practiſed in ſimilar caſes in 
this kingdom, until the latter . we: 
Pott's life, and even at the pretgr ti 
| WW ien 30 © 18 rute f. 


( ai ) 
The obſervations and inſtructions which 
"on flowed from his ready pen, were enforced 
by his practice, and illuſtrated by oral com- 
munication; and he was happy to embrace 
every opportunity which his ſituation gave 
him, of conveying the information he had 
collected to thoſe. who had not the lame 
means of acquiring it. 
The humane and benevolent Ai Ine of 
the people of this country is eminently diſ- 
played in the many charitable inſtitutions 
which abound for the relief and protection of 
the poor, and in the ample ſupport of them. 
The beneficial influence of hoſpitals is not 
ſhut up within their walls, nor confined to 
the objects who are there relieved; the bleſſ- 
ings which are there diſtributed revert to theii 
opulent and noble ſupporters, and are ex- 
tended to all ranks and conditions of men, by 
the improvements which the medical art re- 
ceives from the ſtudents who frequent them. 
In a large hoſpital there muſt be opportunities 
of dei g the greateſt poſſible variety of diſ- 
9011 b 3 5% eaſes, 


EY 


In ae all the multit 
| health) and natural perfection are there, as in 


Mr. Pott; but he alſo ju 


( ww ) 
4 ſuch as are either produc | 


i > I. ; Ws * | 
2d Or increaſed 


by negligence | and 1 intemperance, added | to 


thoſe which are met with among the more 
prudent t and better informed part of mankind. 
rm deviations from 


one large volume, collected and diſplayed. 


Of the ane ariſing from fuc 


tion, i no £ I E 


rſon could be more ſenſible” than 
diciouſly remarked, 
that young men often ſtood in need of an in- 
dex to point out to them the proper objects 
for their attention and inquiry. To ſopply | 
the deficiency, about this time he inſtituted a 


- courſe of lectures, the firſt of which was 


giyen at his houſe in Watling-ſtreet.” He had 


not then digeſted and arranged his ideas, but 


ſpoke, as I well remember, with heſitation 


and 7 eſeryt e: g yet even theſe his firſt 0 ys 


bore ſtron 8 marks of his comprehenſive and | 
penetrative mind. In a few courſes he over- 


came all obſtacles, and communicated. his 
douche, with crys and caſe.” _ was 
> * „„ 


not ſatisſied with following any ſyſtem which 


W's part, which, though very important, 18 


8 25 nor r the moſt worthy of attention. The 
means. of / preventing. the neceſſity of oper- 
ations: he obſerved, 

deration; he therefore formed a plan of his 
own, the beſt, perhaps, wWhich could be de- 
viſed. He began with ſuch general diſorders 
as may affect any part of the human frame, 
and afterwards proceeded to conſider the diſ- 
eaſes. of each x part diſtinQly, beginning with 
the head, and deſcending .. to the inferior 
members. He took great . pains on every 
point; and, having the art of being minute 
without tediouſneſs, demonſtrated m with 


elearneſs and preciſion. _ His manner gave 
importance to every ſubject, and  imprefſed 
his audience with the idea, that the art which 


he taught. was worthy of their Wa ambi- 
b . tion. 


ad been laid down. by others, as he thought 
they in general dwelt. too much on the oper- 


means the moſt difficult part of ſur- 


ſhould be the firſt conſi- 


Practice with his own obſervations, but ren- 
ae! 1 baue f 1 more curious and inter- 
elting practice of the an- 
* N . d — progreſs of im- 
provement which had taken place. This his 
extenſive peruſal of: authors of all ages had 
made eaſy to him; for there was no time of 
His life when he thought ſo highly of himſelf 
as to imagine that he could receive no light 
from books. He often ſaid, he began to 
teach when he had much to learn; and, as 
he was not actuated by that opinionative wWiſ- 
dom which ſometimes attends advanced life, 
after all his ſtudy and experience he confeſſed, 
that he ſtill retained a long liſt of inquirenda. 
| His lectures were conſtantly attended by a 
numerous ſucceſſion. of pupils, and have been 
the means of very extenſively ee 
| much uſeful knowledge. 1 

e 1768 he produced a new editian of his 
book on the Injuries to which the Head is 
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( 5 
able from External Violence, accompanied 
with what is entitled A Few General Re- 
marks, but which is really a complete ſyſtem 
on fractures and diſlocations. This, 1 have 
been informed, he began and completed in a 
fortnight. The novelty of the doctrine con- 
tained in this treatiſe relates principally to the 
poſition of the injured limb. On its publica- 
tion it met with ſome oppoſition, but has now 
ſubdued the firſt prejudices; and T believe 1 
may venture to ay, i 18 become almoſt the uni- 
verſal practice. o o Ter 

The frequent avocations of Mr. Pott to- 
wards the weſt end of the town, where the 
buildings had prodigiouſly increaſed ſince he 
began life, making a more central ſituation 
neceſſary, in 1769 he purchaſed a houſe £ 
near  Lincoln's-inn Fields, and reſided 1 in it 
ſeven years, during which time his pen was 
not inactive. The hydrocele again employed 
his thoughts. In 1772 he ſent to the preſs 
his improved method of paſſing the ſeton, 
ſo as not to rub or injure the od in its 


paſſa de. 


Mr. 
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2 Mr . Pott took great p: ins with this ſub- 
What he had done in it. Various other me- 
thods have been employed for the cute of 


2 this complaint, and practitioners are ſtill 


divided between them. J muſt confeſs that 
the curative intention does not ſeem well an- 


ä ſwered by either of them; they all appear to 


me to raiſe more inflammation, and to derange 
the economy of thoſe tender and ſenſible parts 
more than is necefſai Fil have propoſedanother, 

which anſwers the purpoſe i in a milder and 
better manner than any I have yet ſeen; and 


1 feel a fatisfaQtion i in ſaying, that it met with 


Mr. Pott? s approbation. One of our laſt con- 
verſations was, on this LubjeRt; . and, af his 


hfe had been prolonged, it Was, his intention 
to have practiſed it . 8 


In 1775 he publiſhed Chirurgical © Dil 
ations relative to the. cataract, the polypus of 
the noſe, the cancer of the ſerotum, the dif- 


. ferent. Kinds of ruptures, and Gr mortifi- 


1 R 


u hi ban '> ' Vide Vol. It. 


cation 


K. xxvit ) 
cation of the toes and feet, which were va- 


ole addr Hons to "His 1 OUT” publications, , 


mend his other aneh. e een 
In 1577 he removed · to bert fdr 
Here, at an age when moſt men begin to 


ink of eaſe and retiremetit, his active mind 
led him into a ſcene more buſy and extenfive 
than ever. Sir Cæſar Hawkins, Who had 
long been employed in many of the firſt fa- 
milies, retired from London, which made no 
inconſiderable addition to Mr. Pott's former 
connexions. But, though engaged | in buſineſs 
by day, and occupied at home in the evening, 
in anſwering letters addreſſed to him from all 
parts of Europe, 1 might ſay of the world, 
having ſeen letters in which he was conſulted 
on caſes from Ruſſia, Turkey, and India, as 
well as from our neighbouring kingdoms, he 
contrived to find time to add to his former 
- rh a freatiſe on the * of amputa- 


tion 


_ ww 
tion in certain caſes, in which he argues 
ſtrongly 3 in favour of truth and humanity, and 
N clearly proves the rectitude of the principles 

which he has laid down. This ſeems prin 
apally to have been written in anſwer to Mr. 
Bilguer, ſurgeon t to the army of the late king 
of Pruſſia, who had publiſhed againſt the 

b | neceſſity of am putating in almoſt. any caſe. | 
The. title of his book i is De Membrorum 

e Amputatione rariſſimée adminiſtrands, aut 
. « - quaſi abrogandd; * and alſo, in reply to his 
commentator, Mr. Tiſſot, who wrote a trea- 

| tiſe, 66% Sur 1 inutilite de Tamputation des 
« Membres, in which he goes even beyond 

ik original, and abſolutely ſets aſide the oper- 
ation as. uſeleſs ; he ſpeaks of it in the moſt 

opprobrious terms; he i 18 ſhocked at the hor 13 | 

ron of it; exhorts ſurgeons to abandon the 
murderous and cruel: method. of amputation, 
with many other expreſſions equally miſap- 
” plied. Such futile and abſurd imputations 
can never confute what reaſon and experience 


: has; Joined to demonſtrate, that many lives 
have 


"060 * 


We 
have been ſaved by the operation, whiche 
would otherwiſe have infallibly loſt. 
However, as we muſt ſuppoſe that the doc- 
trine which theſe gentlemen have promul- 
gated aroſe from humane motives, and upon 
a conviction that it is well founded, we muſt 
at leaſt applaud their intention, though we 
cannot approve their judgment. But if it 
uwere poſſible that any man could be found 
capable of writing in defence and ſupport of | 
the unfeeling doctrine, that mutilated men 
are a burthen to the ſtate, ſuch a work would 
deſerve to be reprobated, and the author's 
name to be nen to the me of 
. el $2245 13% © 
In 1779 Mr. Pott oubliſhed h his Remarks 
on that kind of palſy of the limbs which is 
frequently found to accompany a particular 
_ eurvature of the ſpine. He introduced his 
firſt treatiſe on this ſubje& with doubts and 
ſurmiſes, having juſt drawn the outline; but, 
finding his opinion confirmed by experience, 
be with confidence produced his further re- 
marks n diſeaſe, in 1783, in which he 


Ev 


gives 


\ 


he ſucceeded commonly practiſed; but, as it 


* 9 


gives a complete deſeription of the complaint; 


ſo little underſtood before, that thoſe who 
ſuffered under it were conſigned to their fate, 
which uſually led to inactivity, deformity, and 
death. In this valuable tract he lays down a 
| verpaceurate diſcrimination of this from every 
r ſpecies of Cn and propoſes anew 

moſt efficacio — on ee its 
ene, 2 vor zan: ado as. 
This was the laſt of 5 Ane a = k 
ons: the mode of cure which he recom- 
mends in it he afterwards applied to diſeaſes 
of: the hip- joint, With conſiderable ſucbeſs. 
If his life had fortunately been yes 


was his intention to publiſh his opinions on 


this ſubject. At the fame time, I have great 
reaſon to think he would have added an ac- 
il excreſcences which 
are ae ently * conſequenee of long - ne- 
glected piles. He had been remarkably ſuc- 
ceſsful in the treatment of this afflicting com- 
plaint, and thought the diſeaſe itſelf nat ſuffi- 
eiently underſtood, nor the mode by Which 


Was 


Kn 1 


Was not his cuſtom to begin to write on any 


ſubject till he was prepared to'finiſh it, it is 
to be lamented that his ideas on theſe and 
ſome other important points Were not com- 
mitted to paper. As Mr. Pott conceived theſe 
ſubjects to be of ſo much importance, 1 can- 
not paſs them over in ſilenceʒ though I much 
regret that they have not been laid before the 
PRO in his compri henſive manner. 
The time now began to approach when 
Mr. Pott may be ſaid to have attained the 
ſummit of that eminence which he owed to 
himſelf alone. Though unadorned with any 
honorary diſtinction in the profeſſion, he was 
ſought after and employed by perſons in the 
firſt degree of rank and power; and though 
he ſolicited neither honours nor favours for 
himſelf, he often ſucceſsfully employed his 
influence on behalf of others. He was uni- 
verſally conſulted; Practitioners referred to 
him in caſes of uncommon difficulty and dan- 


ger, as their laſt reſource ; ; his extenſive ex- 


vide Vol, III. et 
us, perience, 
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18 not insttentive _ WY Fun 
Jn, 1786 he received a diploma, accompanied 
by a letter expreſſive of the ſenſe they 
tained of them: 


enter- 
the value of the honour: was | 
h by his being the firſt per 
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b eine rauen, es! 1. 1786. 
#4 « It is with „ I obey the commands of the 
** College of Surgeons in acquainting you, that they have 
this day unanimouſly elected you an Honorary Fellow of the 
| Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, a compliment v which 
'they think your very diſtinguiſhed merit juſtly entitled to. 
„ May I add, as an additional mark of the College's reſpect, 
chat vou are the firſt Gentleman of the Ty re 
Gough redet to beſtow the honour  .._- 


ee T have the honour to be, we, Fs 
« © THOMAS HAY, besten * 


7 
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(ran * 5 
1 the following! year the Royal College of 
Surgeons in Ireland — * * der 
freedom, in a ſilver box. 
la July bene he hs ths - office of Sur- 
St. Bartholomew's hoſpital, after hav- 
; ing Greed it, wh uſed to ſay, man and boy, 
lf a century. On the day of his reſignation,” 


the hoſ- 


SMOKE e 
HONORARY. DIPLOMA. 


| Pau te PERCIVALL, por x, Eſq. Sept. gib, 1787, hs * 
Royal College of 2 in Ireland. 


Whereas | it has appeared to us, in in full College 7 _ | 
5 bled, that Pereivall Pott, Efq. has eminently diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf in the ſcience of ſurgery; now, we being deſirous to 

manifeſt our approbation of conſpicuous merit, do, by virtue of 
the powers veſted in us by his majeſty's royal charter, by theſe 
| Preſents, elect, conſtitute, and appoint, the ſaid P. Pott an 

| honorary member of this college, with all the e Sr * 
nities, and 2 n annexed. 


DOIN I. WHITE WAY, /Profiden. 


U 


ing of the governors was held, 


5 (nie) 
pital; when he was about to retire, the Right 
Honourable Thomas Harley, preſident, pro- 
poſed a health to Mr. Pott, with many hanks 
for His Jong; able, and faithful ſervices to 


houſe; which was received with reiter- 


5 ated) burſts of applauſe. Mr. pott's uſual 4 


readineſs for ſook him on this n zccafion 
after repeatedly riſing to thank the aſſembly 
for the compliment they had paid him, he 
felt himſelf obliged to ſit down in ſilence. 
His reſolution and preſence of mi „ though 
not eaſily overcome, were not proof againſt 
the powerful emotions excited by this public 
and unexpected teſtimony of his having acted 
well, and filled an important ſtation to the 
advanta ge of mankind. 
It is poſlible that ſome of the REEF blefſ- 
4 ings we enjoy may, by a fortuitous concaten- 
ation of events, tend to ſhorten their own 


1 exiſtence. | Thus it ſeemed i in the caſe of Mr. 


Pott, whoſe remarkable temperance had en- 
ſured him ſo lon g a continuance of health and 
_ that he was da in himſelf, Had 
edi 2 5 


4. 


'C XXXY: * 
he been ſubject to ſome of the infirmities 
which uſually attend yogi of his age, as he 


muſt bre have paid more attention to 
| health, his days: might poſſibly 


: y 6 : 5 * — 
A ne 
e 


have bee 
from any particular complaint, and his con- 


is pain 


rently calculated to laſt much * he fell 


inattention to the firſt attack of his diſorder. 


On Thurſday, 1ith December ee he 


Went, in very ſevere: Wi 
tient about twenty miles e 1 1 


when he returned, he complained that he 
had caught cold. The next day he lay in 


ed, a circumſtance very uncommon to him; 


the following day, thinking himſelf better, 
he would not ſubmit to the regimen which 


1 ties, was ſound, ſtill it ſuſtained the 
weight of more than threeſcore years and 
5 __ to this his mind, buſy and chearful 
as ever, would not permit him to advert. - It 
nful to relate, that, in the full poſſeſſion | 
of his faculties, with a frame of body appa- 


a ſacrifice to his own. active diſpoſition, and 
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bold was remarkably: intenſe, and it being 
neceſſary to repeat the viſit in the 
wens happy to ſave him ſo inclet 
N ee. Was ir 


|  «4/gbetration 3 and I fin 
$643 * to talk nonſenſe; unleſs 1 udiouſly 


5 Throug h the whole e his e 


1 recommended n went out 28 
ö the day after (Sunday; the 14th) the 


mm 


1 4 by 
4 8 * Li L 5 
* . g 
* 1 
1 
P 


n a round of viſits in town, an 
was » juſt got home, perceiving himſelf unable 
to complete his liſt. A ſhivering ſoon ſeized | 
n and he went to | | 
re night he grew delirious. Hs paſſed 
-_ part of the e Hate ache next 
morning, on my aſking how he found hirn- 
e after * ſhort e age fo for t 


7 I 7 * Y 8 ” N 
© * 1 


ts, and fix them. — 
eee were ee ſenſible an 
pointed z and he * n Attentive ; 


« — ) 


10 n 7 in his language. The deſcrip- 
tion of the ſeat of the pain he felt was anato- 
| mically exact. He did not appear to doubt of 
his recovery during ſeveral days, though the 
| fever continued, with unremitting violence, in 
oppoſition to the beſt medical aſſiſtance, being 
attended, with the moſt affectionate aſſiduity, 
by Dr. Heberden, Dr. Millman, and Dr. 

Auſtin, His head became rather more clear 
as the diſorder advanced, and he ſeemed 

more ſenſible of his danger; on the ſeventh 

day he obſerved, My lamp is almoſt extin- 
guiſhed; I hope it has burned for the bene- 

Sa fit of others. On the following e g day, | the 

| 22d of December, he expired. 

His remains were attended by many of his 
relations and friends to Aldermary church in 
Bow-lane, where they were depoſited near 
thoſe of his beloved mother. Do: 

on a marble tablet affixed to the wall is 

the following inſcription, by his ſon the 

Reverend Joſeph Holden Pott, A, M. — 

| deacon of St. Alban“ s, &c. 
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hs OY 
of PERCIVALL POTT, EN. F. R. S. 


; surgeon of st. Bartholomew's Hoſpital during Forty-two Years, 1 


, Who RL _— C0 December 00s 1 8 "_= 75. 
N Dela He WH DIST © 
b eminent in his Profeſſion, + 14 2 U 
To which h he + added many new Reſources, and which he benen 
With matchleſs Writings. 


18 N revolve the Sum of his Bxperience, 3 


7 : 


He honoured the collective Wiſdom of = "win 1 
The Labours of the Ancients were familiar to him a 
Ee corned to teacha Science of which he bad not traced the g TO | 
1 He roſe, therefore, from the Form to the Chair. 
Learn, Reader, that the painful Scholar can alone become 
IT be Faithful Teacher. — 
Wy But his Studies had a double — 6k 
_ Whil he gathered the Knowledge of his pear, bh, 
sl e perceived their Errors, and corrected them; 


Original! in Genius, prompt in judgment, rapid in Deciſion, 
; He directed Knowledge to its proper Ends;  _ - . 
But purſued them hen the Aids of Information were exhauſted; 
5 The laſt Steps, therefore, and Ne 3 : 
, ot ne bis eo Bi fone [4 ee 
| 8 His Integrity i is before his Judge; 3. | 
Without it, his Skill might have profited Mankind, 
But could have claimed ng Record vin theſs Welk... 
His private Virtues, | 
Hie ſignal Tenderneſs to his Family, 
Completed an Example, 3 
Amiable, Uſeful, Great. 


3 e genius . Mr. Pott, oleh 
afliſted by art, was certainly. of the. firſt order 
by nature, as appears by the variety and per- 


fection of his attainments. He was the "moſt 
eminent of his time as a writer, as a teacher, | 


and as a practitioner in ſurgery; and his me- 
rits in each of theſe characters were moſt 


extenſive. Poſſeſſed with an enthuſiaſtic love 


of excelling,, without which genius is inert, 
he was not contented with any kind of medio- 


crity in himſelf. | Le e 
As an 1 his pL ENG 18 correc, 


2 and animated. There are few in- 


ſtances, if any, of ſuch claſſical elegance, 


united with ſo much profound ſcientifical _ 


| 4 acuteneſs. | In his. ſurgical inquiries he ſtu- 
d avoided reference to. obſcure and. ge- 
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. Place in any phyfical ſcience. To place the 
diſeaſe i in a diſtinct point E view; | to dem on- 
ſtrate wherein it conſiſted, and the changes 


ne ral principles; he preferred reaſonin g by 


analogy and induction from eſtabliſhed facts; 


a method certainly. more. ſafe and more ac- 
commodated to the preſent ſtate of phyſiolo- 
gical Kknowled ge. He introduces anatomy 


and phyſiology, whenever it is neceſſary, to 
Ne Muſtrate and diſtinguiſh" diſeaſes; but never 


onfuſes his reader with uncertain hypotheſes 


in . founded on ph yſiological prin- 


es He was of opinion, and it is the 
dew of Newton, that hypotheſis has no 


Which muſt be effected to remove it; to point 
out the remedies which would moſt ſafely 
and certainly produce thoſe changes, were 


the obj ets to which he directed his whole | 
| attention. His remedies always ſtrongly 


ked his intention; they were decided and 
conſiſtent ; and he was the principal authe 
of that ſimplicity which diſtinguiſhes the pre- 


ve * from that of our anceſtors. With 


WAR - tn Mo theſe 


6E: ins ſurgical art, and e both the 


pathology: and cure of many diſeaſes. | Hs 


treatment of fiſtulous ſores, and his hiſtory 

and cure of the caries of the corpora v rte- 
brarum, were perhaps his greateſt works; 
but his improvements, as we have ſeen, ex- 


ſearches introduced ſuch novelties in the prac- 
tice of ſurgery, that his life muſt ever be 


| NY * en in ou CO | 


that art. 


ſpeaking readily, with great point and energy, 
of delivering the moſt prolix and intricate 


„Cui lecta potenter erit res, nec facundia 5 
| N deſeret Kune, nee lucidus ordo. -' 
"As 2 ractitioner 


nded to many other ſubjects; and his * 


As a e hi bad lia the ficulty of 


— 1 
— — — 


rectneſs, and of enforcing what he ſaid with 
a moſt harmonious. and expreſſive clocution. 
He allowed no excuſe for defects in himſelf; 
he always avowed that excellent maxim, 
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1) | 
the eſſential qualification: k 
nt, cool determination, and 


F 1 530.) am 
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_ In the dba of buſineſs thai 4 was a 
and openneſs in his manner, which 
evidently aroſe from a conſciouſneſs that the 
. N which he delivered was founded on 
experience. In every inſtance he ſhunn 


fectation and ſingularity; and his cone 
all ſituations Was an appeal to the 
of mankind. Thus he acquired the univerſal 
confidence of the profeſſion; and, without 
any accidental or external help, he raiſed 
himſelf to che g ee eee, 1 


(a) 
— mer ſhould not be "OOO becauſe 
they promote the cauſe of virtue; beſides, great 
and amiĩable qualities reflect luſtre on each other. 
The arbition, the induſtry, and enterpriſe of 
* Pott, did at no time interfere with the 
duties of a huſband and a father: thou gh his 
ready wit and brilliant converſation, abounding 
with intereſting anecdotes of his own obſerv- 


ation, and with happy quotations from mo- 


dern and ancient authors, rendered him a 
conſpicuous character in all parties, he was 
moſt happy, and not leſs to be admired in the 
circle of his family. In their ſociety he ſpent 
much the greater part of his leiſure hours, 
and in ſuch a manner as to be the object of 
the utmoſt affection and veneration to a 
numerous offspring of Ke and Wm 
children. ey We ol 
The perſon of Mr. Pott was . 

N er lower than the middle ſize; his coun- 
tdtenance animated and expreſſive; his manners 
La e were pal; ; and his re- 


markable 


the Peak! 10 . l 
were without relaxation; an increaſing fa- 
5 mily required his utmoſt exertion't of late 

years he had: a villa at Nane and in the 
autumn uſually n a month at Bath, or 
at the ſea fide. Thus, though he . 
as he expreſſed it, ſome of the fruit of the 
garden Which ane er he went 
along, and always lived in a generous and 


hoſpitable manner, at the ſame time e 
on four ſons and Four daughters a liberal and 


0 fanly expenſive education, and applying | 


large ſums. to their eſtabliſhment during his 
life-time, he left an ample proviſion for them 
at his deceaſe. Among his papers was found, 
what he had often mentioned, a ſmall . 
containing a few pieces of money, being the 
whole which he ever received from the wreck 
5 of Bf father's fortune. With _ was de- 


unser 51. = 
„55 1 


( xv ) 


poſited an exact account of every individual 


fee which a long life of buſineſs had pro- 


duced—abundant evidence of well-ſ pent time, 
and the induſtrious application of abilities, to 
which the res angu/ta domi, at the commence- 
ment, probably acted more powerfully as an 
incentive than as an obſtacle. 
1 . SY: J. E. | 
HANOVER-SQUARE, | 
March 20, 1790. 
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